GAMES
This brought all the wigs on the green, and in 1885 a meeting, to which all members of the University were admitted, was held in the rooms of the " Union ", the largest undergraduate club in Cambridge, to ascertain the feeling of the University. My old friend Richard Threl-fall, of whom I shall have more to say later, who had twice played in the Rugby team against Oxford, was selected to plead the case for the " blue " for the Rugby team. I went with him to the meeting, and though we arrived a few minutes before it was timed to begin, the room was so packed that he could not get through the crowd at the back of the hall, and he had to be held up by a few of his friends, of whom I am proud to say I was one, while he made his speech. The speakers before him were against the proposal, and delivered carefully prepared speeches which smelt very strongly of the lamp and left the audience quite cold ; when he got up and jerked out from his uncomfortable stance one short sentence after another full of good sense, good humour and good jokes, he soon had the house rocking with laughter, and put the issue beyond doubt. I never heard a speech which had so much influence upon the division.
The views held by undergraduates as to what is good form change almost as frequently as the fashion of ladies' dresses. In my time and for many years afterwards it was considered the height of indecency to carry an umbrella when wearing cap and gown, indeed our tutors warned us against it at their first interview. I have lived to see a time when it was considered to be indecent to be without an umbrella when you were out of doors, whatever other garments you might lack. The correct way of wearing it was not to have it rolled up neatly, but baggy like Mrs Gamp's : it was not used as a walking-stick but carried
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